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THE PENTATEUCH 
Exodus 7:14 -12:36 

 
 

INTRODUCTION 
 
 We have seen the whole background of the 
formation of the human race, the call of one 
man—Abraham, and the formation of one people. 
His descendants developed into twelve tribes. In 
Egypt, under Joseph, one of Jacob’s sons, they 
became as numerous “as the stars of the sky, and 
the sands of the sea.” In the book of Exodus, they 
become one people. What are these plagues and 
how do they fit into the story? 
 
 The Ten Plagues have a certain kind of pat-
tern. Moses, though no Cicero or great speaker, 
was told by God to go to Pharaoh. Moses is to do 
certain things that will make Pharaoh so im-
pressed that he will see Moses as a god or God’s 
representative. As we read of the Plagues, we see 
a steady development of Moses’ power. He sees 
Pharaoh finally believe in his credentials from a 
great God. First, Pharaoh challenged Moses and 
Aaron to produce some marvel. Aaron threw his 
staff down, and it turned into a serpent; the magi-
cians of Egypt, by their spells, did the same. But 
Aaron’s serpent swallowed their. But Pharaoh re-
mained obstinate. So God began the Plagues. 
 

I. THE PLAGUES 
 
 A. The first plague filled the Nile with 
blood instead of water. The second caused a 
scourge of frogs in the river. Next, swarms of flies 
filled the land and the homes. Fourth the gnats 
grew in the dust. Pharaoh cried out each time and 
began to promise deliverance if Moses’ God 
would end the plague. Each time Pharaoh then 
refused to let the Hebrews go. So the plagues con-
tinued with boils on the people and the beasts; the 
Israelites in the land of Goshen are not affected. 
Then hail comes and destroys the growing vegeta-
tion, both trees and crops. What is left is next 
swallowed up by locusts. Three days of darkness 
follow. This is a severe warning and threat to the 
Egyptians and Pharaoh, who believe that the sun 
is God. Then the last and severest plague has to be 
sent: the death of the first-born of man and beast. 
 
 B. Meaning of the Firstborn. It is im-
portant to understand the notion of the first-born. 
He inherits the rights and obligations of the head 
of the family. There was something of this in ear-
ly America, and still is in Europe. And even now, 
the oldest son is expected to take over the family 
business. In Catholic Europe of the past, the cus-
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tom developed, to avoid rivalry and jealousy, of 
the eldest being the head of the family, the second 
son became a priest, the third went into marriage. 
All this insured the order in the country and the 
good of the Faith. 
 For Pharaoh and his countrymen, their whole 
system was threatened in the tenth plague. 
 
 C. The Pattern of the Plagues (Exodus 
7:14 - 11:10). Did you notice any pattern? We 
can see it in the following chart: 
 
PLAGUES PATTERN 
1. The Nile - blood 1 and 2 affect the water supply, 

but it was not life-threatening 
2. Frogs in the Nile  

 
3. Gnats fill the air 3 and 4 are a corruption of the 

earth; the land becomes a 
source 

4. Swarms of flies next of torment 
 

5. Pestilence hits the 
animals 

5 and 6 affect the living—men 
and beasts; this is a turning of 
the screw tighter! 

6. Boils and sores form 
on both men an animals 
 

The Israelites are unaffected 

7. Hail comes on the 
vegetation; it destroys 
the food supply 
 

7 and 8 attack the food supply. 
Pharaoh and his people are now 
facing starvation. Still, when 
Moses is begged to end this 

8. What is left is then 
eaten by a swarm of lo-
custs—grasshoppers 

and does, Pharaoh refuses again 
to let the Israelites go. They are 
the workers of the country! 
 

9. A still worse situation 
is three days of darkness. 
The sun has gone out! 
For sun-worshippers (the 
god Re) this destroys 
their own faith, their god 
is dead! 
 

This 9 is the first indication of a 
death. It was a mortal blow to 
the Egyptian faith, the death of 
their god. 

10. As Pharaoh hardens 
his heart again, God 
sends an angel to kill all 
first-born, from Pharaoh 
down. “Get out!” cries 
Pharaoh. 

The tenth plague is the final 
blow; death to the most promis-
ing of the people; every family 
in the land is mourning the 
death of the first-born son! Life 
itself has been taken by Moses’ 
God; but not among the Israel-
ites. They are preserved 

 

What happens here? 
 
 The Israelites are given a Warning at the end 
of chapter 11, the account of the tenth plague. By 
now, Moses is considered a powerful man indeed! 
 
II. INSTRUCTIONS TO ISRAELITES 
 A. Moses Warns Pharaoh. Moses gave the 
warning to Pharaoh and then “hot with anger” he 
left Pharaoh. 
 
 B. Instruction for Departure (Exodus 
12:1-20). Exodus 12 through verse 20 gives in-
structions to the Israelites for what we and they 
called the Passover. This becomes the first month 
of the Hebrew Year, the Paschal Lamb, the blood 
on the doorposts of the Israelites, the meal of the 
lamb, unleavened bread (there was no time for 
bread rising!), the bitter herbs, are all symbolic. 
 
 The Israelites carry out all these instructions, 
and during the night, all the Egyptian first-born 
were slain; Pharaoh summoned Moses: “Take 
your flocks and go.” Then the Israelites asked for 
silver and gold jewelry and clothing; armed with 
supplies, they left for Succoth, leaving Ramses 
forever. 
 
 A great exhibition from this Pharaoh’s tomb 
has been showing in various U.S. cities: “the 
greatest of the Pharaohs,” it is announced. Yet, 
these simple Israelites with their leader Moses 
have their story in the greatest book ever written, 
one which has affected the human race, both Jews 
and Gentiles (us) more than any other. 
 
 As we go on into the next chapter, we will see 
a perfect balance between the Memorial of this 
Passover and the actual event of Passover. 
 
 C. The Passover Event compares with its 
Memorial very closely. The event had: 
 1. Preparation 
 2. An Ordinance to celebrate it 
 3. A Commemoration in a Memorial ordered 
 4. The Actual Event 
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 The same process occurs in the Jewish Pass-
overs now, and in our Catholic Passovers that we 
call the Eucharist. The Jews believe their memori-
al actually is more than a birthday or other 
memory of a past event; it is a reality with them 

each year. And so do we, in our Passover-Lamb 
sacrifice of the Mass. The actual event of Jesus’ 
sacrifice and our deliverance from slavery to sin 
occurs at each memorial on our altars. 
 

 
* * * * * * *
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QUESTIONS FOR LESSON 14 
Exodus 12:37 - 18 

 
Day 1  Read Exodus 12:37-50 and footnotes in NAB. Also, read Acts 7:6, John 1:29 and 19:33-36. 
 a. What Passover custom originated in the event in verse 39 and continued in our Eucharist? 
 
 
 
 b. Read 1 Corinthians 5:6-7. What meaning does St. Paul give to “unleavened bread”? What 

would “get rid of the old yeast and make of yourself fresh dough” involve for modern Chris-
tians? 

 
 
 
 c. Why was the night (Exodus 12:42) to be such an important vigil for Israel? 
 
 
 
Day 2  Read Exodus 13 and 14, Luke 2:23-24. 
 a. In Exodus 13:3-12, what is the significance of the consecration of First-born? 
 
 
 
 b. How do the columns of cloud and fire reveal what God is like to you? 
 
 
 
 c. Why did God not lead the Israelites along the shortest way? 
 
 
 
Day 3  Read Exodus 15. 
 a. What are the spiritual lessons in verses 1-21? 
 
 
 
 b. From Exodus 15:22-27 find the steps in the people’s relationship with God. 
 
 
 
 c. Apply what you learned in “b” to your own life. 
 
 
 
Day 4  Read Exodus 16 and footnotes in NAB. 
 a. What are Moses’ burdens in this chapter? 
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 b. Compare Exodus 16:4ff to Jesus’ Discourse in chapter 6 of St. John’s Gospel. 
 
 
 
 c. In Exodus 16:25-30, what practice is the Lord teaching? 
 
 
 
Day 5  Read Exodus 17 and footnotes in the NAB. 
 a. Read Psalm 78:15-29. What do you learn for your life? 
 
 
 
 
 b. Could the attack by the Amalekites (Esau’s descendants) be considered a divine punishment 

or a divine teaching? 
 
 
 
 
 c. What do we learn about prayer in verses 11-13? 
 
 
 
 
Day 6  Read Exodus 18. 
 a. What do you learn about Jethro? 
 
 
 
 
 
 b. About Moses? 
 
 
 
 
 c. What lessons for the Church are taught in Exodus 16-18? 
 
 
 
 
 d. Apply one of these to your own life. 
 
 


